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DISTRESS PRIORITY COMMUNICATIONS FOR RCC
FROM SHORE-TO-SHIP VIA INMARSAT

1 The Sub-Committee on Radiocommunications and Search and Rescue (COMSAR), at its third

session (23 to 27 February 1998), noted information provided by Inmarsat on how an authorized Maritime
Rescue Coordination Centre (MRCC) can initiate shore-to-ship communications via Inmarsat-A, InmarsatB
or Inmarsat-C systems using the distress priority (Priority 3), and instructed the Secretariat to disseminate
this information when it has been updated by Inmarsat.

2 Some MRCCs have established arrangements whereby they are able to use the distress priority
when sending certain messages from shore-to-ship via the Inmarsat network. The method of achieving this
varies depending on the nature of the facilities available at both a Coast Earth Station (CES) and a RCC.
Inmarsat believes that such arrangements can contribute significantly to the efficiency and effectiveness of
search and rescue operations.

3 In order for an authorized Maritime Rescue Co-ordination Centre (MRCC) to make use of the
distress priority in the shore-to-ship direction, it is necessary for that MRCC to establish a prior
arrangement with the CES to set up the necessary traffic routing arrangements. To enable this arrangement
to be made, the MRCC should contact the CES via the Operations Coordinator for that CES, whose details
are contained in COMSAR/Circ.11 and Corr.1. The CES will advise the MRCC on the specific procedures
to be used to make use of the distress priority in the shore-to-ship direction via that CES.

4 To facilitate contacts between MRCCs and CESs, detailed updated information on MRCCs has
been provided by Inmarsat and is given in the annex.

5 Member Governments are invited to bring this circular to the attention of their SAR authorities and
RCCs recommending them to establish appropriate arrangements for the use of distress priority
communications from shore-to-ship when necessary.
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